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whether you take the other, I think for the first time we
will have addressed the special problems of the special
session and we wi l l ha v e i n e f f ec t a set of rules for the
special session that make a lot of sense. So what is going
to be proposed to you, first of all, you have before you the
Rules Committee version which I will explai n t o y o u i n j u st
a minute, and there is a small technical amendment. that
Senator Vickers and I have to that, but when I explain it to
you, I will explain it to you with the technical amendments
so you h a v e t h e w h o l e p r o p osa l in your mind. After that,
then Senator DeCamp will move to substitute his proposal for
the Rules Committee proposal and y o u c a n c ons i d e r wh at
Senator DeCamp h a s t o say , and basically that will be the
structure of the debate at least insofar as the amendments
that have been filed so far. The special session and the
fact that the special session is limited to a few days time,
generally, at least every time in my experience has bee".. a
short session, changes the whole dynamics of t h e l e gi s l at i v e
p rocess . And w h e n we ar e t a l kr ng ab o u t a regu la r s ess i o n ,
of course, we are talking about a process t h a t h as a v e r y
strong committee system, and it is the committee sys em that
can hol d a b i l l f o r a l o ng p e r i od of t i me i f i t i s do ne
subtly. It is a committee system that can kill a bill and
it takes 30 votes on the floorof the Legislature to raise
the bill. In short, it is a system that gives so much power
to the committees that when you are dealing with a shor t
period of time it effectively gives the committees the power
to end the special session unless you are going to suspend
all the rules that we have. For example, u n d er t he rules
right now and they pertain to special sessions, i f y ou ar e
trying to get a bill out of committee, technically you have
to wait 20 days if the committee does not act on it. Well,
of course, if you are talking about a s pecia l s e s s i on , y o u
can't let 20 days expire or you have driven everybody out of
business . So you h a v e t o suspend the rules and get 30 votes
in order to hear a bill. Likewi se , i f t he y k i l l a b i l l , i t
t akes 30 v o t e s in order to get a hearing on it before t he
whole body. And we are talking about special sessions where
the Governor o r w h e r e a g rou p of legislators have asked the
l egi s l a t i v e bo d y a s a w h o l e t o consider a specific item, or
one or two specific items. So the whole idea is to get a
hearing before the whole legislative body. So the thrust of
my amendment, which is also the thrust of Senato r D e Camp's
amendment, and which I think after talking to people last
special session was the general philosophy of this body, is
that the role of the committee should not be eliminated but
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